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bronze breast-plate. Laving in the middle a Gorgon's head \
which breast-plate, if occurring on the breast of a deity, is
called &gis; if on the breast of a man; as on many of the
ancient statues of the Emperors, is called lorica,"^ The
flattering Martial thus addresses Domitian :—
" Accipe belligerse crudum thoraca Minervse
Ipsa Meduseae quern timet ira Dese.
Dum vacat hsec, Caesar, poterit lorica vocari,
Pectore cum sacro sederit, cegis erit."94
And in another passage95 compliments Domitian for having
the cegis, whilst it is absent from the breast of Minerva :—
'• Die mihi, Virgo ferox, cum tibi sit cassis et hasta
Quare non habeas &gida ? Csesar habet."
Before concluding our observations on the representation
of Minerva on this medallion, we must not fail to remark
the figure of Victory held in the right hand of the goddess.
Not only was Nif:?? said to be a child of Pallas and Styx,
and also a surname of Athena,96 but the famous chrysele-
phantine statue of the Parthenon—the greatest of the
works of Pheidias—represents her holding a Victory four
cubits in height.97 Many copies of this statue exist,98 and
93	" j3£gis proprie est munimentum sereum habens in medio
Gorgonis caput, quod munimentum si in pectore numinis fecerit,
<sgis vocatur, si in pectore hominis, sicut in antiquis hnpera-
torum statuis videmus, lorica dicitur."    Serv. ad Virg., ^En.
viii. 435.    There is a statue of Hadrian in the British Museum
with the lorica (Anc, Marbles in British Museum, part xi. p. 84,
pi. 45).
94	Lib. vii. Epig. 1.
95	Lib. xiv. Epig. 179.  The &gu is frequently represented on
coins on the bust of the Emperors.
06 Smith, Diet, of Biog:, s. v. Nice.
97 For an account of this statue, and other works of Pheidias,
see Smith, Diet, of Biog., s. v, Pheidias; Edw. Falkener,
D&dalm. Lond. 1860.
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